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APocket Guide to the
futuristic townehome

community

A handsome California townehome, roomy

rooms, spacious patio, private pool and club,

pathways for sauntering among green lawns

and shade trees. With never ahedge to clip or

paint brush to push, thanks to professional
1ce of grour

DETAILS LIKE THESE MAKE THE

BRADFORD PLACE STORY COMPLETE
Architect Earl G.Kaltenbach, Jr. « Builder
Robert H Grant Corporation + Designer

Carole Eichen « Disneyland’s Carousel of

Progress « Walt Disney World's Lake by
BuenaVista + All-Electric

Gold MedalionLiving Hastin zylstra



Welcome to Bradford Place!

Hello!

Welcome to Bradford Place - one of 5
townhome communities throughout
California and Nevada.

Did you know that this little slice of
townhome living has a fascinating history
behind its development? These communities represent a
pivotal point in home development, and in addition to being built
inthe Groovy 1970s, they represented a whole new way of living.

In 1971, Bradford Place wasn’tjust housing; it was sold as a vision
of “futuristic living.” The modern townhome was a radical
concept, one that would soon explode across America,
accounting for nearly 30% of all new home sales by the mid-70s.
But the story of Bradford Place is stranger than its success. Its
architect had a direct line to the ultimate world of tomorrow —
Disneyland and Walt Disney World. The builder, once one of the
largest in the nation, would vanish without a trace soon after.

Joinme on alittle zine adventure about the place thatl callhome.
After all, it's where you ought to be!

-Hastin
(A Man from Bradford Place)



The Architect

Earl G. Kaltenbach, Jr.
(1920-2005)

Born April 23, 1920, in Wheeling, West
Virginia. Earl G. Kaltenbach, Jr. - a
graduate of University of Pittsburgh
studied architecture at Carnegie Tech
and the University of California. He
was a Glin World War Il and returned to
Southern California without a job.
Starting a business with a partner in
1945, he went on to work as a setdesigner and artlst at Vanguard
Films on movies like Portrait of Jenny. He later moved on to do
set design at MGM Pictures.

In 1953, as with many other movie artists, he ended up working
under Walt Disney on his Disneyland project. Working as an Art
Director under Gabe Scognamillo, Earl would be responsible for
many of the futuristic designs and materials for Tomorrowland
buildings. As with other architects working on the project, he
also designed Main Street, U.S.A. buildings, including the Upjohn
Pharmacy (now the Fortuosity Shop), and the Crystal Arcade.
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After Disneyland, in 1957 he
worked with developer Ross
Cortese on Rossmoor, a
futuristic “walled city” in Los
Alamitos. He designed 4,000
homes in a litle over two
years. This was one of the first
true Medallion All-Electric
Cities in America.

He was a strong proponent of
new types of living. He was a
joint partner on a complete
modular home construction
facility by Rockwell in Laguna
Niguel, CA - the first of its kind

of
ROSSMOOR
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in the country. He was an outspoken member of the SoCal FHA
board, and as a veteran himself, pushed for townhomes (homes
with a door that didn’t face the street) to be approved for FHA
and VA loans. These loans were granted to townhomes in 1963.

He designed nearly 70,000 homes throughout his lifetime. He
moved to Arizonain 1975, where he eventually retired. He died on
Jan. 17,2005, at the Yavapai Regional Medical Center in Prescott

Arizona.



California Townhomes

Earl Kaltenbach designed
what is considered the

RECORD-BREAKING SALES DIDIT!

4 Months Earlier Than Planned...Due.to.Public Demand...

first large “California | WE ARE NON OPENING AN

ADDITIONAL 3]5 HOMES

townhome” residential

proleCt in 1963. Built in including a separate “ADULTS ONLY” area

Huntington Beach, the L
Huntington  Continental
represented a whole new
way to live. Built by
Kaufman and Broad Homes, this first-of-its-kind large
townhome complex brought all the creature comforts of single-
family homes with the cost and living style of renting.
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California townhomes would combine the “advantages of
ordinary home ownership with the carefree aspects of renting”,
and include amenities not normally available in a smaller, more
compact homes, like pools, clubhouses, and greenspaces.



Unlike apartments, Huntington Continental had a detached 2-
car garage, and an outdoor backyard for every home. The thick
cinderblock between the homes, and the maximum of two
shared walls would limit noise and make you feel separated from
your neighbors.

All of these concepts would make it to Bradford Place. Earl
parted ways with Kaufman and Broad Homes on townhome
development in 1967. California Townhomes and its concepts
would spread throughout America in the 1970s.
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CALIFORNIA TOWNHOVES
ON A FLORIDA GOLF COURSE

We went
shopping

in California
for a new idea.

And did we
find one!




The Builder

Robert H. Grant Corporation

The Grant Corporation, a
division of Santa Anita
Consolidated and founded
by Robert H. Grant,
developed over 12,000
homes across California,
Nevada, and Arizona. In
1969, recognizing a

growing demand for affordable home ownershlp, they targeted

emerging markets such as empty nesters and single individuals
seeking alternatives to renting.

Partnering with  Earl
Kaltenbach and others,
Grant launched Villa Paima,
a 100-townhome project in
La Palma that sold out
before completion. This
success led to their next
significant development:
Bradford Place.

After this Pre-Openmg"Sa!e you'll kiss
apartment life goodbye forever!

o

Bi dff';)ord Place

SI 0 995 to $22,305

“~! Sates Office
wor | Open Dully 108m. .
| 1 sk, (714) 8020313




Earl Kaltenbach’s vision of Bradford Place played off lessons he
had learned at Huntington Continental and Villa Palma. Buildings
would not be more than 8 units long, and smaller two-bedroom
units would be placed at the ends of buildings to give them a
more single-family residential feeling. Entrances would be
staggered to give the buildings visual appeal, and front doors
would face green spaces when possible. Lent-Forsum
Association was the land and landscaping planner, who
focused on a “connecting with nature” aspect, including pine
trees, wood finishes, and more earthy tones.
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Models were furnished and decorated by Carol Eichen, who
was a prominent SoCal interior designer. Photos from the
Bradford Place models can be viewed in her book How to
Decorate Homes and Aparitments, published by House and
Home magazine.




Four floorplans were designed, with the 4-bedroom model
being introduced with later Bradford Place East in Stanton:

¢ Plan 92-2Bedrooms, 1Bath, single story - 796 sq ft

e Plan 93 - 3 Bedrooms, 15 Bath, straight staircase, two
stories - 1026 sq ft.

e Plan 94 - 3 Bedrooms, 15 Bath, U-shaped staircase,
additional vanity, two stories - 1062 sq ft.

e Plan 95 -4 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath, two stories - 1234 sq ft.

SOWUR LEVEL. G TG, zow vz, RS LV,

Bradford Place offers many amenities.
Each unit features a detached 2 car
garage, laundry hookups, and storage
room. Ample storage is provided with a
dedicated coat closet, cabinets upstairs,
and large closets. Each unit has its own
patio area. In addition to a kitchen with a
dedicated pantry, the kitchen also offered
the “pass-through party window”,
enabling you to easily serve guests on
your patio with a dedicated shelf.




Locations and Communities

In total, there are 5 locations that use the Bradford Place
designs.

Stanton (1971) - The original Bradford Place. Located in Stanton
near Katella Ave and Bradford Street, this unit initially consisted
of 417 units. Later, Bradford Place East would add an additional
81units.

Las Vegas (1971) - Land acquired in 1970, this initial 213-unit
complex was built slightly differently than the Stanton location,
with detached two car carports, and central air conditioning in
each home. Grant sold these properties over a three-year
period and exited the Las Vegas market due to struggling sales.

Santa Ana (1972) - Located in Santa Ana near Dyer Rd. and
Flower Rd, this complex would start with 541 units and expand
into Bradford Place West in 1973 with an additional 112 units.
Santa Ana would feature 4 separate HOAs, four pool complexes,



and two clubhouses. These townhomes replaced an additional
neighborhood of Sandpointe single family homes, which Grant
took overin1971.

La Verne (1972) - Located off
Foothill Blvd and Bixby Ave., 209

T Want
inon the

townhomes were built. However, like GRAND OPENING

excitement?

Las Vegas, these featured central air

conditioning. The garages have S
sloped roofs. The property had an ﬁ
existing 1940s Hacienda on it, which t eflr%?:“

was repurposed for its main

clubhouse. Grant Corporation built No H(
an additional pool on the complex
when expanding into the second

phase of 135 units. sl p

PR, YA 2
Ercelen Coareativna! Fiaancing

PATIO TOWNE HOMES

San Jose (1972 - branded as
Northpark Square) - Built in addition
to single family homes by Grant,
consists of a single 112-unit phase
with a clubhouse and pool.




Print NMarketing

Ads for Bradford Place
included their fun “Ask the
Man from Bradford Place”
tagline and touted the
features and amenities of the
“townehomes”. Due to the
semi-remote location of
many of these homes at the
time they were built, “It's
where you ought to be!” was
a fun marketing slogan, that
featured specifics about
their proximity to amenities
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BradfordPlace

_ SantaAna

isonly minutes
fromeverywhere!
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Exeiig 2, &4 bedraom Townt Homes.
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for the working class. Due to the
rapid sellout, limited advertising
was necessary, and only
newspaper and trade ads exist
for Bradford Place.



Want

inonthe
GRAND OPENING
excitement?

t2,3, -
r00m towne hor all-new Bradford
Place in Santa Ana. Enjoy the equity-
earning Joy of your own home in the
tight place at the right price. Parklike.
grounds, swim and recreaion ceater,  Sales Ofice
plus close-to-everywhere convenience, 3000 S. Sycamere,

Al eteror mainteaanoe provdecl - Sasta Ana, Call 92701

Ses Bradford Place today. It's where pen daily 10 am.,

you oughtto bel 1o dusk, (714) 9781633

Frou $19,995 Excelient Comentional Financing.

Condominiums &
Townhouses

" BRADFORD
PIAGE

Towne Homes

2, 3 & 4 Bedrooms
from $25,995

Great living Ihe Orange Coun
v Hop on one
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o0
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Disnayiang,
m, and

ford Place!

ranoe ” County—think Brad: ‘

Bradford  BRADFORD PLACE

3000 So. Sycamore |
ianta Ana  (714) 9791633

OPEN DAILY — 10 AM-SUNSET
DUILDER EXCELLENCE

Grant Corporation Is a subsidiar |
o1 ‘Senta” Anita' Consolldated,ine.

Rl a5 14178 er manth, rincipel & nterest”

$21.2010 $25,T00 VAFH




All Bradford Place homes
were Gold Medallion
Homes with the Total
Electric Award. The
electrical industry
launched the Live Better
Electrically campaign in
March 1956. It was
supported nationwide by
300 electric utilities and 180
electrical manufacturers. In
1957 the Gold Medallion
Homes Program was
launched. Sponsored by
General Electric and

Families love to get together in the wonderful comfort

of a total electric Gold Medallion Home

Westinghouse as appliance distributors, this was marketedas a
more modern home with less to take care of and more to enjoy.

Nearly 1.5 million homes were built under the
Gold Medallion Home name. Each Gold
Medallion Home would have a small
medallion placed in a door knocker, doorbell
button, or a small decal in the window.




| Sales for most Bradford
. Place townhomes were
quick. All Bradford Place
townhomes sold out by
1974, with most complexes
selling fully within a year or
two, exceptforLasVegas.A
" squeezed housing market

N and lack of properties
meant Bradford Place was deswable across Southern California.

The book Townhouses and Condominiums: Residents Likes
and Dislikes - a special publication by the Urban Land Institute in
1973 - specifically interviewed and surveyed owners from
Bradford Place Stanton. While
many were satisfied with
townhome living, most
residents were concerned
about parking and noise. Due
to the burgeoning rental
market, many ownerschoseto
rent out their townhome and :
move into a single-family home.




Disneyland and
Walt Disney World

In addition to architect Earl Kaltenbach’s work on
Disneyland’s Tomorrowland, Bradford Place has several
other connections to Disneyland and Walt Disney World.

Carousel of Progress at Disneyland

Inthe Carousel of Progress
attraction, which debuted at
the 1964 New York World’s Fair,
visitors saw 4 families and the
“progress in home living” they
would make from the turn of
the 20% century to the
A | possible present. At the end of
the show, guests would step

i up on stage and take an
escalator to view “Progress City”, a Medallion City of the
Future.

That same “Progress City” would inspire EPCOT, Walt
Disney’s final ambitious project before he passed away.



After the fair closed, the
show and model of
“Progress City” was
installed in Disneyland’s
Tomorrowland. Duringits
shortrun (1967 - 1974),
sponsor General Electric
would showcase the latest in all-electric living and feature
developers of Gold Medallion homes.

InMarch 1972, Grant Corporation was named “Builder of
the Month” and images and drawings of Bradford Place
and it's amenities were featured in the upper floor of the
Carousel of Progress.

OPENS TODAY—Townhouse units will
be grouped around recreation facilities
at Bradford Place/Santa Ana project.

In 1975, the Carousel of Progress would be moved to Walt
Disney World’s Magic Kingdom.



Lake BuenaVista at Walt Disney World

Keeping Disney’s EPCOT/ “Progress City” concept alive,in
1971 the Disney company was looking to build their own
futuristic community in Walt Disney World. Taking the now
nationally popular and futuristic California townhome

Grant Team to Guide
Disney World Projects

concept - they built 100+
townhomes in a nhew concept
of Lake Buena Vista. Due to an
energy crisis and the increased
cost of transporting lumber,
construction slowed in 1973. In
July of 1974 Disney would
announce a new partner on the
Lake Buena Vista project, the
Grant Corporation, where their
successful housing and large-

autive \I(E pres: \dr

The Grant Corp., land
development and home-
building subsidiary of San-
ta Anita Consolidated
Inc, will provide the man-
agement wam for develop-
ment of four resi ldcn |al
communities_at
Buena Vista, Fla, !nr\\ul
Disney World.

Robert H. Grant, :har

{ Gra l

been mamed senior vire
president of the Florida di-
vision and will head 1
team, selected fr
Grant's most experienced
executives.

Toman was previously
corporate vice president,
wviee president of market-
ing and president of Grant

Co. of California. Joining
him will be:

G. Fredric Armstrong,
vice president, forward
planning. He has been an
engineering executive for
Grant.

James L. Barisic, vice
president, administration,
He has been vice president
of administration for Ane
aheim Hills Inc, subsidia-
ry of Grant Corp., and has
served as city manager of

s Artesia and assistant city

manager of Cerritos.
William J. Acalin, con-

€ {roller, 1s a certified public

accountant. He has been a
controller for Grant divi-
sions in Phoenix and at
Anaheim Hills.

Orion Smith, general su-
perintendent. He has been
with Grant for 15 years,



scale townhome developments (like Bradford Place)
would be used as inspiration for 4 new communities.

In addition to building a handful of model homes at Walt

Disney World, Grant
Corporation built a test
townhome communityin
Florida - Lake Forest in
Tampa - to gauge
interest in the Florida
market.

This townhome complex
did not sell wel. The
California  Townhome
concept was not as well
received as expected,
and the offering was no
longer considered novel.

NO CLOSING COSTS o NO MAINTENANCE CHARGES FOR A FULL YEAR
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FROM $30,990
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OCCUPANCY

7%% CONVENTIONAL FINANCING
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5% DOWN
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Due to pressures from the lagging housing market, Santa
Anita Consolidated chose not to continue the Disney
contract in 1975, winding down and closing the Grant

Corporationin 1976.



Timeline

1945 - Earl G. Kaltenbach, Jr. starts architect design company,
works on movies for Vanguard, MGM

1955 — Kaltenbach works on Disnheyland’s Tomorrowland
1956 — Gold Medallion Home “Total Electric” program begins
1957 —Kaltenbach works with Ross Cortese on Rossmoor

1963 —FHA and VA loans approved for townhomes, Kaltenbach
and Kaufman and Broad open Huntington Continental,
one of the first large “California Townhome” projects

1970 —Kaltenbach and Grant Corporation team up to open Villa
Palma, a townhome complex in La Paima

1971 - Bradford Place Stanton opens, Bradford Place Stanton
expands with Bradford Place East, Bradford Place Las
Vegas opens, Dishey opens Lake Buena Vista townhomes

1972 - Bradford Place Santa Ana opens, Bradford Place La Verne
opens, Northpark Square San Jose opens

1973 — Bradford Place West (final phase) opens in Santa Ana

1974 — Bradford Place sells out, Grant Corporation offered Walt
Disney World Lake Buena Vista contract by Disney

1975 — Lake Forest test townhomes built in Tampa, Florida

1976 — Santa Anita Consolidated ends Grant Corporation
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About these men from Bradford Place:

Hastin Zylstra lives, works near, and plays in Bradford Place in Santa
Ana. He discovered this story of Earl G. Kaltenbach and Bradford
Place due to his passion for community, and Disney theme park
history. Hastin co-founded MiceChat.com, and thanks to this online
Disneyland community, he met his best friend, Rick Wright.
Rick recently moved to Bradford Place Santa Ana from Oceanside, CA -
where he was the Executive Director of Mainstreet Oceanside and lead
Oceanside’s downtown redevelopment effort for over 25 years.
Instagram: @hastinz / @originalrixter Email: hastin@ gmail.com

Get more Bradford Place on my personal website, including downloadable lots for The Sims 4,
graphics,and more insight into the history of Bradford Place!
www.hastin.net
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