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The Townhome: A Short 
History

• Louisburg Square in Boston’s Beacon Hill is the landmark example of 
one of the first townhomes, a home that exists with a community 
association, and green common areas managed by that community.

• The townhouse on the green started appearing in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s.

• The FHA approved the first townhome for an FHA loan in 1961, marking 
the first time loans were approved for houses that did not have an 
entrance facing the street.

• Think about this timeline as it relates to the development of Bradford 
Place from 1970 to 1973.



The 
Townhome:

The 1970s

• Condominiums and townhouses were the most 
dynamic development to appear on the American 
housing scene in the 1960s and 1970s. 

• Inflationary labor and materials costs, escalating 
land prices and (in the early 1970s) wildly 
fluctuating interest rates, triggered the demise of 
the low-cost R-1 home in most parts of the 
country.

• National Association of Home Builders estimated 
that in 1972, condominium construction 
accounted for 20 to 30 percent of for sale 
housing. 

• Bradford Place has 1 2 units per acre, which was 
considered medium-high density at the time.

• People are often crowded into small quarters and 
want to get out and do things. As a sales 
attraction, recreation is third on the list in 
California, recreation facilities were important to 
69 percent of residents.



Robert H. Grant 
and the origins of Bradford Place

• The Robert H. Grant Corporation, pioneering California 
homebuilders, (over 12,000 homes built) recognized the needs of 
this market: namely, the desire for home ownership at an 
affordable price, the opportunity to build equity and benefit from 
income-tax deduction for interest and property taxes.

• A move-down market was materializing rapidly in many parts of 
the country: empty nesters whose children had either married or 
moved out and who found themselves rattling around in, or 
saddled with maintaining, large homes.

• The Grant executives realized, there was another market - the 
single individual, who for a variety of reasons (usually divorce but 
often a preference to remain unmarried or marry late) lives alone. 
This individual, it was agreed, had also become disenchanted 
with renting; or perhaps came from a disrupted home and would 
be seeking a sense of security that only ownership could 
provide.



Introducing

Bradford 
Place 

Stanton

Opening Nov 1970!

 
Anaheim Bulletin - Oct 24, 1971Press -Telegram Long Beach



LA Times, January – March 1971



Earl G. Kaltenbach, Jr.
under Ross W. Cortese Architectural Firm 

Disneyland Upjohn Pharmacy

Disneyland Tomorrowland 1955

LA Times – Jan 18 1959



Earl G. 
Kaltenbach, 

Jr.

• The first 1955 Tomorrowland was designed 
based on John Hench’s concept art by a 
member of Ross W. Cortese’s architectural 
team, Earl Kaltenbach.

• Earl Kaltenbach went on to be the primary 
Architect at (Leisure World) Rossmore, a 
futuristic retirement master-planned city in 
north Orange County.

• In addition to Rossmoor, and most of 
Kaufman & Broad’s home projects - 
Kaltenbach designed at least one 
multifamily project, 5219 Ocean Boulevard 
at Newport Beach, before the K&B projects. 

• Concurrent with the K&B projects, he 
designed several others including Blue 
Lagoon Villas at Laguna Beach, 
Bradford Place in Stanton 
and Santa Ana , and Whittier Villas at 
north Whittier.





2 Bedroom, 1 Bath
Plan 92

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Plan 93

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Plan 94

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Plan 95

LA Times, Press -Telegram, Tribune 1971-1973

House+Home, December 1971



Anaheim Bulletin 
Jan 23, 1971

CAROLE P. EICHEN









Independent – March 13 1971

House + Home – October 1971
Independent – Feb 20 1971





LA Times – Aug  29 1971

Press -Telegram – Nov 11 1971





General Electric provided 
the main support for the 

program, which launched in 
March of 1956 by the

National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association 

(NEMA).

Nearly 1,000,000 homes 
were sold with the 

medallion.



Anaheim Bulletin  – Aug 5 1972



Anaheim Bulletin  – Jan 8 1972Jun 28 1970 Sep 27 1970 May 16 1971May 8 1971

SANDPOINTE  Santa Ana



LA Times – May 15, 1977
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Bradford 
Place SANTA ANA

LA Times – March 19, 1972

A new supply 
to meet the demand!



Anaheim Bulletin – Nov 11, 1972





Anaheim Bulletin – Sep 15, 1973Santa Ana Register – Mar 18, 1973
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LA Times – Nov 7, 1971

LA Times – May 1, 1971



Apr 6, 1974Mar 7, 1973





Initial Reactions of Bradford Place

• Oct 1972 - Stanton: 64% overall satisfaction. Santa Ana: 82% overall satisfaction. Larger number of buyers who 
previously owned homes, and an increase in median age in Santa Ana. 
(House and Home, Oct 1972)

• Stanton: Biggest issue in 2 years was home turnover to renters, parking, and not enough on-site amenities.
• Santa Ana: Biggest issue in 2 years was, parking, and home turnover to renters. 

(Townhouses & condominiums: residents' likes and dislikes; a special report, 1973)

• 1973: Pools at Bradford Place at Stanton, California are the most valuable recreation facility and 96.5 percent of 
residents use them. 

• But people say two are not enough for the 496 families living there. 50 percent say they use the play areas, and 27 percent the club. 
Some 56 percent wanted tennis courts, and 7 percent asked for more pools. Bradford Place Santa Ana was then built with four 
pools.

• Parking was always a struggle, my favorite quote:
• Ambulance driver: “Streets are so narrow, parking is forbidden. Most families have two cars and use their garages for storage. We 

have to rent space outside for our boat and trailer. In the guest parking area near us there have been three cars not moved for 
seven months. All this makes for bad parking problems.” (Townhouses & condominiums: residents' likes and dislikes; a special report, 1973)

• General Townhome development slowed in the mid-70s due to energy needs and decreasing land availability. 85% 
of Townhome inventory was built between 1970 and 1975. 

• In 1975, Congress did a massive study of townhomes, condominiums, and the challenges that newly minted homeowners 
and renters faced in this massively expanding home type.



Bradford 
Place La Verne

Progress-Bulletin - Aug 9, 1973

La Verne Leader - Sep 7, 1973



Bradford 
Place
LAS VEGAS

LA Times – 
Oct 21, 1971

Pool Was Empty/Damaged in 2004, Clubhouse/Pool Torn Down 2006-2010 – No Phase 2

Were built without 
Garages, Laundry 
inside each home, 

every house has 
forced air.



Bradford 
Place
San Jose

May 28, 1972

Northpark
Square

Single Phase, One Clubhouse/Pool



Bradford 
Place

NOW! 
50 Years 

Later!

• In 2013, I fell in love with  the amenities of Bradford 
Place looking for a place to live.

• Little did I know I would share my home with so 
many great people in my life.

• It only took me 10 years to discover its history!

• Still a great location, still minutes from everything.
• I smile every time I leave for Disneyland and see it 

say “18 minutes” – just like the Man said.

• Generally quiet, respectful neighbors, who look 
out in community.

• Yes, it look me like 6 years to meet ONE of them. 
Typical millennial.

• Amenities are still better than newer construction.
• Parks, green belts, 4 separate HOAs.
• STILL 4 pools. Take that, Las Vegas!

• Solar Projects common in last year. 
• Surface of detached 2-car garages can fully meet 

the energy needs of most residents.
• Including me!

• Wood being replaced after 50+ years with new 
siding to refresh outdoor look.

• Keeps a classic look, but updated with modern 
treated-wood.

• Not cheap. Really appreciate it compared to the 
other Bradfords and the state of their external 
wood.

• New Heat Pump Technology means low-impact 
AC units and noise for neighbors.

• More units getting non-visual impacting conduits 
on buildings.

• Heat pump all the things!

• HOAs remain affordable compared to other 
complexes for benefits provided

• Solid pride of ownership on boards and 
improvements.

• Less overall issues and security guards enforce 
guests parking requirements.

LA Times - February 15, 1985

SANTA ANA





LA Times - July 2 1974



Any Questions?

H
HASTIN

MARK OF EXCESSIVE  OBSESSIONS
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